
The FCC has allowed the RBOCs to empoy thinly disguised
anti-competitive behavior to destroy the CLEC industry.  The minimal competiton
between the heavy-weight RBOCs and Cable Companies is inadequate.  It is leading
to higher prices
and reduced choice.  It obstructs technological innovation in
equipment, content and delivery.  The slow deployment of broadband is partially
caused by excessive prices.  That same
slow deployment results in lack of activity in the development
of content that would take advantage of that speed.  More high quality video and
interactive content would create the value the customer needs to see to justify
investing in broadband access.
It is a classic "chicken or egg" situation.  Allowing the RBOCs to overcharge
and drag their heels on deployment makes the government a party to this
"protection from competition" rather than the "protection of competition" that
should be your goal.


